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Ref:   (a) DoDFMR 7000.14-R Volume 7A 

       (b) MCIEAST supervisory HRM ltr of 19 Sep 25 

       (c) MCO P11000.22 W/CH 1 

       (d) MCIEAST-MCB CAMLEJO 11012.3A 

       (e) ASO P11000.1B W/ CH 1 

       (f) MARADMIN 429/11 

 

Encl:  (1) Non-locality BAH Rates 

       (2) Example NAVMC 10274 Req for BAH at without depn rate 

       (3) SOU for Legal Separation Reporting 

       (4) Types of BAH definitions  

 

1.  Purpose.  To provide interim guidance to the current Air Station Order 

(ASO) regarding requests for basic allowance for housing (BAH) without 

dependents in order to clarify/codify the administrative requirements 

regarding reporting of legally separated and/or divorced personnel while the 

current ASO is undergoing revision. 

  

2.  Cancellation.  None 

 

3.  Background. As of May 2024, reference (a) was updated to define personnel 

authorized to receive basic allowance for housing (BAH) with dependent 

entitlements, with specific examples in cases of divorce decrees, legal 

separation, and child support. This Bulletin provides clarifying guidance and 

direction on requirements for requesting BAH at the without dependent rate 

for installation personnel, requirements for reporting cases of divorce and 

legal separations, and financial management of entitlements as it pertains to 

specified cases. Reference (b) directs “if a service member does not have 

support specified in legal separation documents, they must provide proof of 

support effective 1 August 2024 or the date of legal separation, whichever is 

later”.    

 

4.  Action   

 

    a. Eligibility. Per reference (a), Chapter 26 “In order to be eligible 

for a housing allowance at the with-dependent rate, a Service member must 

have an eligible dependent. 

 

       (1)  Primary Dependents. Primary Dependents are defined as a 

 

(a) Spouse 
 

(b) Child 
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       (2)  Support Requirement. In order for a Service member to receive BAH 

at the with-dependent rate the Service member must be providing support to an 

individual claimed as primary or secondary dependent. 

 

    b. Support Defined  

 

       (1)  The term “support” includes food, shelter, clothing, medical and 

dental care, education, and the like. Generally, the amount of an item of 

support will be the amount of expense incurred by the one furnishing such 

item. 

 

       (2)  A Service member is authorized a housing allowance on behalf of a 

primary dependent if the Service member contributes to the dependent’s 

support in an amount that is at least equal to the applicable BAH-Diff rate.  

 

    c. Divorce, Legal Separation, and Child Support 

 

       (1)  If a Service member is divorcing a spouse, and an interlocutory 

decree of divorce does not require the Service member to pay support to the 

soon to be former spouse in an amount meeting the required level of support, 

the Service member is not authorized a housing allowance for the former 

spouse after the date of the interlocutory decree unless the Service member 

provides proof of support.  

 

       (2)  If a Service member is legally separated from a spouse, but not 

yet divorced, and a separation agreement or court order does not require the 

member to pay support to the spouse in an amount meeting the required level 

of support, the Service member must provide proof of support at the required 

level to continue to receive a housing allowance for the spouse.  

 

      (3)  When a non-custodial parent Service member has a court-ordered 

child support obligation in an amount that is less than the required level of 

support and the Service member is not residing in, or assigned to, Government 

quarters, the Service member is authorized a with-dependent housing allowance 

for the child only if the Service member provides proof of support to the 

child at the required level. 

 

      (4)  Eligibility determinations related to the member's ability to have 

physical custody of the dependent(s) (i.e. based on the permanent address of 

the dependent relative to the assigned duty station, commuting distance 

between the duty station and the address of the dependent, visitation plan, 

etc.) shall be at the discretion of the Installation Commander, but a service 

member with legal and physical custody of a dependent(s) child shall provide 

proof demonstrating custody for 90 or more consecutive days in a calendar 

year. 

 

    d. Personnel Administration Center Processing and Unit Diary Entries 

Reporting Requirements 

 

       (1) Upon separation from a legal spouse, a Service Member must provide 

their separation agreement to the Satellite Support Center (SSC) Beaufort 

immediately to be reported via Unit Diary. Service members will sign 

enclosure (3) and will have 60 days to provide proof of support to their 

spouse. A copy will be placed in an internal tickler file for action at the 

61-day mark if nothing has been provided by the service member.  Actions 

taken regarding providing proof of support:  
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           (a) If proof of support is provided to the SSC within the 60-day 

window, the SSC will update the marital status to “L” to identify legally 

separated and the BAH entitlement will remain at the with dependents rate. 

 

           (b) If proof of support has not been provided to the SSC by the 

61-day mark, the service member’s marital status will be updated to “L” and 

the SSC will also adjust the BAH entitlement to BAH Own Right at the without 

dependent rate (E-6 and above) per reference (e).  

 

       (2) Requests for BAH at the without dependent rate do not change the 

need for proper reporting of the legal separation from spouse. Requests for 

BAH at the without dependent rate that are approved must be provided to the 

SSC to be reported via Unit Diary. 

 

    e. Effective Date of Approval.  The effective date for approval of BAH at 

the without dependent rate will adhere to one of the following conditions: 

 

       (1) Begin the date the Installation Commander or delegated approval 

authority approved the request. 

 

       (2) Begin the date of an individual’s facilities signed barracks 

vacancy letter.   

 

       (3) If an individual vacates the barracks before the Commander has 

approved the request for BAH, the effective date will fall under condition 

(1). 

 

5.  Cancellation Contingency.  The actions set forth in this bulletin shall 

remain valid until approval to reference (e) is signed by the Installation 

Commander.   

 

6.  Reserve Applicability.  This bulletin is applicable to Marine Corps 

personnel assigned to Marine Corps Air Station Beaufort.   

 

  

 

                                       T. J. FELTER 

 

DISTRIBUTION: A 
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